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SECOND    ANNUAL   REPORT 


EXECUTIVE    BOARD 


Board  of  Directors  of  the  U.  H.  R.  Association. 


Chicago,  September  23d,  1861. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

la  compliance  with  an  established  usage  in  this 
Association,  before  submitting  to  you  a  detailed  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Association  for  the  year  just  ending,  we  feel 
constrained  to  invoke  the  blessings  of  God  upon  this  meeting 
and  its  deliberations.  We  thank  our  Heavenly  Father ^or  the 
manifold  blessings  we  enjoy  at  His  hands,  especially  that  He 
has  sanctihed  us  by  His  commandment  to  assist  a  disti-essed 
brother,  to  comfort  the  sick,  and  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  widow 
and  orphan.  May  He  grant  us  a  ready  will  to  undertake,  and 
strength  and  means  to  properly  execute  the  noble  task  devolv- 
ing upon  us  as  members  of  this  Association  and  of  Israel. 


BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS. 

In  pursuance  to  a  call,  the  Board  of  Directors  met  in  con- 
vention on  Sunday,  October  7th,  1860,  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing Delegates,  duly  accredited : 

IJ'^brew  Benevolent  Society.— M.  Shields,  I.  Greensfelder, 
.Taco  )  Liebenstein,  M.  Klein,  Isaac  Metzger,  Joseph  Frank, 
Mos€  >  Loeb,  and  Herman  Frank. 


Ramah  Lodge  No.  33,  I.  O.  B.  B.—B.  Felsenthal,  Leon 
Straus,  Julius  Hamburger,  Henry  Greenebaum,  L.  J.  Unna, 
Abr.  Hart,  J.  L.  Gatzert,  and  Samuel  Straus. 

Young  Men's  Fraternity. — Edw.  S.  Solomon,  J.  Beiersdort, 
and  M,  Kaufman. 

Relief  Society  JSFo.  1. —  G.  Snydacker,  H.  Kohu,  and  J. 
Rosenberg. 

Relief  Society  No.  2. — S.  Levy,  A.  Barnett,  A.  Alexander, 
and  S.  Roth. 

Clay  Literary  and  Dramatic  Association. — Morris  Barbe, 
S.  F.  Mandel,  and  H.  N.  Hart. 

Ladies''  Benevolent  Society.  —  Mrs.  G.  Heyman,  Mrs.  B. 
Foreman,  Mrs.  Joseph  Liebenstein,  and  Mrs.  E.  Greenebaum. 

Yowig  Ladies''  Benevolent  Society. — Mrs.  G.  Foreman, 
and  Miss  S.  Solomon. 

IT.  A.  M. — B.  Schlossraan. 
K.  B.  S. — Jonas  Moor. 

OUK    COMPONENT    SOCIETIES, 

Represented  as  above  stated,  have  shown  every  interest  and 
support  for  the  furtherance  and  maintenance  of  this  Association. 
Their  contributions,  individually  and  collectively,  have  by  far 
exceeded  those  of  last  year,  and  in  every  instance  they  have 
shown  their  readiness  and  good  Avill  to  assist  the  Executive 
Board  in  its  peculiar  task. 

IvEHILATII    BNAI    SlIOLOM, 

Of  this  city,  signified  their  intention,  by  communication,  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1860,  and  accordingly  they  sent  in  their 
annual  contributions,  and  accredited  the  following  delegates : 
H.  L.  Marks,  S.  Harris,  D.  Adams,  and  S.  D.  Witkowski. 

THE    EXECUTIVE    BOAKD, 

Consisting  of  the  undersigned,  elected  October  '7th,  1860, 
and  whose  term  of  office  expires  this  day,  have  held  forty-two 
regular  and  about  fifteen  special  meetings,  all  of  which  were 
well  and  promptly  attended,  and  we  can  say  that  none  of  these 
meetings  were   called  without  urgent    cause.     The   different 


cases  that  came  up  for  action  have  all  received  due  attention, 
particular  care  being  taken  to  do  justice  to  applicants  as  well 
as  to  our  constituents. 

We  have  renewed  cause  to  reassert  the  following,  from  our 
semi-annual  report : 

During  the  course  of  our  experience,  we  found  it  advisable, 
aye,  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  cause,  to  adopt  the  rule  of 
secrecy  in  all  the  deliberations  and  transactions  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  and  we  cannot  too  warmly  recommend  this  rule  to 
our  successors  in  office. 

Onr  President,  Mr.  G.  Snydacker,  has  been  absent  since  the 
26th  of  May,  on  a  European  tour,  expecting,  however,  to 
return  before  the  close  of  our  fiscal  year.  As  our  Constitution 
provides  that  in  the  absence  of  the  President  his  duties  devolve 
upon  the  Vice  President,  etc.,  we  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
call  a  special  meeting  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  on  this  subject.  The  following  letter,  though  received 
after  this  report  had  been  finished,  we  deem  proper  to  insert, 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  many  valuable  services  rendered  by 
the  writer  thereof  to  this  Association  : 

E!ngek,  August  25th,  1861. 

To  the  Executive  Board  of  the  United  Hebrew  Relief  Association,  Chicago  : 

Gentlemen — The  warm  interest  I  entertain  for  the  pros- 
perity of  our  Association,  in  the  development  and  promotion 
of  which  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  engaged  with  the  most 
of  you,  my  colleagues,  for  the  last  two  years,  the  sincere  wish 
for  its  continual  welfare,  which  has  been  naturally  augmented 
by  the  honor  bestowed  upon  me,  to  be  its  presiding  officer  for 
the  last  year,  and  the  high  degree  of  esteem  I  cherish  for  you, 
my  faithful  and  untiring  co-laborers  in  the  field  of  charity, 
compel  me  to  direct  to  yow.  a  few  lines  from  my  native  home 
concerning  our  Association,  as  I  shall  not  be  permitted  to  be 
present  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  when  my  term  of  office  expires, 
and  new  officers  are  to  be  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

My  absence  for  more  than  four  months  prevents  me  from 

furnishing,  for  the  second  half  of  my  term,  a  report  similar  to 

that  prepared  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  and  I  have  of  course 

to  refer  this  labor  to  our  able   and  worthy  Vice  President,  in 
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conjunction  with  the  other  intelligent  members  of  our  Board. 
You  will,  however,  not  ascribe  it  to  any  motive  of  selfishness 
or  egotism,  but  to  my  love  for  the  good  cause,  if  I  assume  my 
authority  once  more  for  a  few  minutes,  to  give  you  some  hints 
and  suggestions  about  the  report  in  question. 

In  times  like  the  present,  when  the  critical  and  warlike  con- 
dition of  our  country  attracts  foremost  the  public  attention, 
and  when  the  endeavors  to  save  and  secure  his  own  fortune 
and  existence  absorb  too  often  all  the  capacity  and  activity  of 
the  single  individual,  diverting  them  entirely  from  public  and 
social  interests.  Institutes  like  ours  are  uncommonly  threatened 
by  the  danger  to  sink  into  indifferentism  and  oblivion ;  and  the 
general  sympathies  once  lost,  you  will  hardly,  if  ever,  succeed 
to  rouse  and  revive  again.  For  this  reason,  your  Report  must 
be  a  stirring  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  the  Directors  and  the 
public  at  large.  Extraordinary  times  require  extraordinary 
exertions,  and  who  knows  whether  these  days  of  trial  and 
hardship  are  not  destined  by  a  divine  Providence  to  strengthen 
the  ties  of  fraternal  feeling  and  affection  between  man  and  man. 
This  much  must  be  admitted  by  every  man  of  judgment,  that 
never  a  better  opportunity  for  practical  charity  was  offered 
than  at  present,  and  there  will  be  assuredly  many  families 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves, while  in  this  calamity,  during  the  cold  days  of  winter, 
they  will  look  for  help  to  our  Association.  In  consideration  of 
these  circumstances,  I  beg  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  exert  all  your 
influence  to  get  a  select  Board  of  energetic,  self-denying, 
charitable  men  for  the  hard  times  coming,  that  the  vessel  of 
our  benevolent  Institution  be  steered  through  the  brewing 
storm  without  injury. 

If  in  ordinary  times  it  was  always  my  principle  to  remind  of 
the  future,  and  to  put  a  stress  upon  the  Hospital  and  the 
Hospital  Fund,  in  this  period  of  trial  it  seems  to  me  much  bet- 
ter to  be  solely  engaged  by  present  emergencies,  and  more  so, 
as  the  Hospital,  in  its  final  realization  and  completion,  is  at  any 
rate  secured  by  the  funds  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  though 
small  they  may  be,  with  their  natural  increase,  until  the  par- 
ticular care  for  it  can  be  resumed  at  the  return  of  more  pros- 
perous times. 

I  also  request  you  to  retuin  my  trust  to  the  Directors  of  the 


U.  H.  R.  A.,  at  the  same  time  to  express  to  them  my  deep 
appreciation  of  the  honor  bestowed  upon  me,  and  to  give  them 
the  assurance,  that  in  retiring  from  my  office,  I  shall  never 
cease  to  look  with  particular  favor  to  the  continual  progress 
and  success  of  the  United  Hebrew  Relief  Association. 

Finally,  gentlemen,  accept  for  yourselves  my  sincere  thanks 
for  your  hearty   co-operation  in  the   laborious  tasks  of  true 
charity,  and  rest  assured,  that  at  all  times  I  shall  remain,  with 
respect  and  affection,  gentlemen. 
Yours  truly, 

GODFREY  SNYDACKER, 
PresH  U.  H.R.  A. 

REVENUES    AND    DISBURSEMENTS. 

From  a  condensed  report  given  below  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  the  last  year,  you  will  perceive  that, 
besides  the  regular  contributions  from  the  component  societies, 
a  considerable  portion  of  our  revenues  were  derived  from  a 
Banquet  given  on  Nov.  29th,  1860.  And  on  this  occasion,  the 
Executive  Board  begs  leave  to  express  their  f'^«lings  of  obliga- 
tion to  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, knowing  that  much  of  the  credit  due  for  this  splendid 
entertainment  Avas  the  result  of  their  exertions  in  its  behalf 
In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  our  last  semi-annual 
meeting,  we  have  purchased  twenty  cords  of  wood,  nearly  the 
whole  of  which  is  subject  to  your  order,  at  the  wood  y:!rd  of 
Messrs.  Mueller  &  Liebenstein, 

In  view  of  the  depressed  state  of  affairs  throughout  the  land, 
and  from  ail  observations  so  far  made  by  us,  the  coming  winter 
will  spread  poverty  where  heretofore  charity  was  not  needed  ; 
we  would  therefore  deem  it  advisable  that  the  deliberations  of 
this  meeting  should  be  principally  directed  to  the  object  of 
raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the  ensuing  year,  forthwith. 

FINANCES. 

Although  the  Treasurer's  and  Financial  Secretary's  Reports 
will  enter  upon  the  details  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
this  Association  for  last  year,  we  deem  it  appropriate,  for  the 
completion  of  this  general  Report,  to  give  here  an  outline  of 
our  financial  affairs  to  date. 


Receipts.     A. — Relief  Fund. 

Contribution  by  component  Societies, $309 .  46 

Private  charity, 7.00 

Do.         do 2 .  25 

Collections  at  funerals, 19 .  93 

Public  Banquet, 1,124.49 

Interest  on  money  deposited, 18 .  33 

$1,481.46 
Disbursements. 

Amount  advanced  by  Treasurer  at  beginning  of 

our  fiscal  year, $20 .  03 

For  13  bbls.  flour, 58 .  28 

"    17  cords  of  wood  and  2  ton  coal, 108.66 

"    Groceries, 92 .  38 

"    Meat,  Mazos,  etc., 31.06 

"    Cash  given  in  38  different  cases, .  271 .  95 

"       "           "     strangers  and  for  tickets  procured,  110.87 

"    Medicine  and  attendance, 32.99 

"    Board  paid  for  different  persons, 36 .50 

"    Banquet,  sexton's  salary,  print'g  and  sundries,  536 .  72 

"    Discount  on  depreciated  money, 48 .58 

"    20  cords  of  wood  bought  for  the  winter,. .. .  80.00 

Balance  on  hand, 53.44 

$1,481.46 
B. — Reserve  Fund. 

Amount  invested, $700 .  00 

Balance  on  hand, 19.69 

$719.69 
Your  Committee,  appointed  at  the  last  semi-annual  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  ways  and  means  to  increase  the 
reserve  fund,  have  had  this  matter  at  different  times  under  con- 
sideration. An  attempt  was  made  to  charter  a  train  of  cars 
for  an  excursion  to  some  suburb  place,  but  upon  closer  investi- 
gation, it  was  ascertained  that  such  an  undertaking  would  not 
prove  very  lucrative.  In  fact,  the  Committee  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  under  present  circumstances,  all  available  means 
would  necessarily  have  to  go  into  the  relief  fund,  to  meet  the 
demands  during  this  fall  and  winter. 


OUR    SPnEEE    OF    ACTIOJf. 

The  condition  in  which  we  found  our  poor  co-religionists  in 
this  city  has  been  truly  pictured  to  you  in  our  semi-annual 
report.  We  thought  that  with  the  beginning  of  spring  the 
aspect  of  affairs  would  somewhat  brighten  the  circumstances 
of  that  unfortunate  class  of  people  heretofore  subject  to  our 
care,  but  to  our  surprise,  we  found  that  the  months  of  April 
and  May  gave  us  renewed  cause  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  be  clothed  with  the  poAver  and  means  to  distribute  charity 
amongst  His  suffering  children.  Families  who  had  been 
struggling  hard  through  the  winter  months,  and  in  some  in- 
stances from  a  feeling  of  delicacy,  utterly  refusing  to  receive 
our  assistance,  were  now  urged  by  pangs  of  destitution  to 
make  use  of  the  existence  of  this  Institution.  Here  we  found 
a  mother  prostrated  on  the  sick  bed  for  a  number  of  months, 
the  children  neglected  for  want  of  proper  attendance,  and  the 
husband  thereby  prevented  from  steadily  following  his  daily 
avocations.  We  provided  them  with  the  necessaries  of  life, 
sent  the  physician  and  furnished  the  medicine ;  and  the  mother, 
whose  case  had  been  considered  almost  hopeless,  by  her 
former  physicians,  speedily  recovei-ed,  and  soon  after  our 
attention  was  no  longer  required. 

In  another  similar  case,  we  also  thought  fit  to  additionally 
furnish  a  nurse  to  wait  upon  the  mother  and  attend  the 
children,  thereby  enabling  the  husband  to  earn  a  few  dollars 
per  week ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  about  two  months  we  found 
ourselves  equally  as  successful.  We  also  made  it  our  duty  to 
visit  the  sick,  and  at  times,  when  no  other  pecuniary  assistance 
was  needed,  we  furnished  a  night  watch.  We  could,  indeed, 
recite  many  other  instances  of  a  like  character,  but  it  is  just 
as  unpleasant  for  us  to  recall  them  to  our  minds  as  it  may  be 
to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  hear  them.  Let  it  be  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  it  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  administer 
comfort  and  aid  to  those  actually  deserving  our  sympathies. 
However,  our  sphere  of  action  has  not  been  limited  to  poor 
residents  only ;  many  applications  from  transient  persons  have 
been  the  object  of  our  peculiar  task,  and  in  these  cases  it  has 
been  our  policy  to  be  very  particular,  in  order  not  to  curtail 
the  means  at  our  disposal,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  living 
amongst  us.     Before  we  went  to  any  expense,  we  generally 
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requested  them  to  establish  some  satisfactory  reference  of  their 
worthiness,  and  only  when  they  failed  to  do  so,  we  allowed 
ourselves  to  act  upon  our  own  judgment;  often,  indeed,  we 
thought  best  to  furnish  them  with  a  ticket  to  some  other  city, 
to  or  near  their  place  of  destination,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
street  begging.  In  the  course  of  our  experience,  we  found 
that  many  of  them  are  regular  imposters ;  and  in  fact,  in  some 
cases  where  we  were  quite  certain  of  their  unworthiness,  they 
threw  themselves  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  public,  and  to 
our  astonishment,  we  afterwards  were  informed,  that  they  suc- 
ceeded to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  individuals  to  make  up 
collections  for  them  amongst  their  friends,  many  of  whom  had 
liberally  contributed  to  the  relief  fund  of  this  association.  We 
would  wai'n  the  public,  henceforth,  not  to  be  deceived  by  such 
persons,  but  to  send  them  direct  to  the  members  of  this  or 
future  Executive  Boards,  and  if  such  Board  should  refuse  to 
render  assistance,  the  public  may  rest  assured  that  they  are 
imposters,  and  known  as  such. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  you  can  hardly  imagine  in  what  an 
unpleasant  position  an  Executive  Board  is  placed,  when  it  has 
reason  to  choose  between  sj)ending  money  with  persons  of 
doubtful"  character,  or  refrain  from  doing  so  at  the  risk  of 
public  censure. 

We  can  therefore  not  too  warmly  recommend  to  you  to  con- 
sider this  subject,  at  this  present  meeting,  and  to  give  some 
final  instructions  to  your  Executix  o  Board.  In  accordance 
with  your  instructions,  we  have  filed  articles  of  incorporation 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  in  the 
Recorder's  Office  of  this  County,  conse<juently,this  Institution  is 
now  incorporated  according  to  the  Statutes  of  this  State,  as 
the  United  Hebkew^  Relief  Association,  of  the  City  of 
Chicago. 

THE     PUBLIC. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  Dr.  R,  N.  Isham  for 
medical  services  gratuitously  rendered.  This  gentleman  has 
attended  our  sick  at  any  and  all  times,  in  the  most  remote 
parts  of  the  city,  with  the  greatest  willingness,  the  assertion 
of  which  is  but  a  faint  proof  of  his  noble  qualities  of  heart. 
The  following  letter  speaks  for  itself: 
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Chicago,  April  25th,  1861. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Gatzert,  Sec'y  of  IT.  H.  B.  Association: 

Dear  Sir — Your  note  of  the  15th  inst,  in  which  the  vote 
of  thanks  from  your  Society  to  me  is  expressed,  is  herein 
acknowledged. 

Be  pleased  to  express  to  the  Society  my  extreme  gratification 
that  my  services  liave  been  acceptable,  and  assure  them  that  I 
shall  be  only  too  happy  to  render  such  medical   aid  to  youi- 
worthy  poor  as  may  require  it  hereafter. 
Vei-y  respectfully, 

[Signed]        RALPH  N.  ISHAM. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  Dr.  Mahla, 
for  selling  us  medicines  at  reduced  prices. 

To  Messrs.  Gage  &  Heart,  for  selling  us  flour  at  reduced 
prices. 

To  the  M.  C.  K.  R.  Co.,  for  furnishing  us  with  half-fare 
tickets. 

As  also  to  the  C,  P.  &  Ft.  W.  R.  R.  CJo.  ;  and  to  Ex-Mayoi- 
WentAVortli,  for  ofticial  encouragement. 

membership. 

Art.  II.  of  our  Constitution  provides  that  any  Israelite  may 
become  a  member  of  this  Association,  by  paying  annually  not 
less  than  the  fixed  minimum  of  contribution. 

Thus  far  nothing  has  been  done  to  carry  this  provision  of  our 
Constitution  into  eSect.  We  would  tlierefore  recommend  to 
you  to  suggest  some  plan  for  securing  to  the  Association  the 
membership,  and  thereby  the  active  support,  of  the  Israelites 
of  Chicago,  generally. 

OOJfCLUSION. 

You  have  thus  .an  outline  of  the  operations  of  this  Associa- 
tion for  the  last  year,  before  you.  It  is  no  empty  sound  to  say 
that  the  Ui^ited  Hebrew  Rlliep  Association  of  Chicago,  as 
a  charitable  and  benevolent  Institution,  stands  prominent 
among  kindred  institutions  in  the  West.  Its  purposes  are 
humane  and  ennobling ;  thus  far  it  has  ever  been  administered  in 
self-sacrificing  denial  and  in  love  for  charity.  Two  years  have 
elapsed  since  its  organization,  and  the  Association  has  erected 
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many  a  proud  monument  of  its  glory  in  the  grateful  hearts  of 
the  recipients  of  its  benevolence.  Many  sufferings  have  been 
alleviated,  many  tears  of  sorrow  have  been  dried  ;  the  hungry 
have  been  fed,  the  naked  ones  clothed,  the  helpless  sick  have 
been  attended  and  cared  for. 

This  Association,  a  flower  of  sweetest  fragrance,  deeply 
rooted  in  the  generous  hearts  of  the  Israelites  of  Chicago,  may 
it  ever  blossom  and  bring  forth  fruits  of  charity  and  benevo- 
lence. This  precious  flower,  shall  it  wither  and  decay?  Surely 
it  will  not  be  in  vain  when  we  appeal  to  the  Israelites  of 
Chicago,  without  distinction,  to  come  forward  and  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  this  Association.  The  distressed  condition  of 
affairs  strikes  hardest  upon  the  poor,  and  sick,  and  heads  of  a 
large  family  of  little  ones,  who  cry  aloud  for  bread,  and  who 
have  it  not  to  give,  or  who  are  benumbed  with  cold,  and  have 
not  the  .means  to  supply  a  cheerful  fire.  We  say  to  you, 
stretch  forth  thy  hand  and  assist  in  the  necessary  work  of 
humanity,  every  one  according  to  his  means.  We  want  every 
Israelite  in  this  city  to  be  connected  with  this  Association, 
eiftier  aiding  it  or  to  be  aided  by  it. 

We  pity,  indeed,  that  Israelite  who,  though  possessed  of 
earthly  wealth,  is  so  poor  and  destitute  of  all  genuine  nobility 
of  heart  as  to  refuse  his  mite  in  this  glorious  work.     We  hope 
and  trust  that  you  may  be  equally  as  generous  as  heretofore. 
Respectfully  yours, 

M.  KLEIN,  V.  President. 

I.  GREENSFELDER,  Treasurer. 

JOSEPH  L.  GATZERT,  Eec.  Secretary. 

A.  ALEXANDER,  F.  Secretary. 

ABR.  HART,  j 

JACOB  LIEBENSTEIN,  \  ^  ''"'■^^^- 
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